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 “BIG SEEP” BYPASSED 

A perennially wet, muddy and boulder strewn ravine known to 

FOP trail volunteers as the “Big Seep” has long posed a challenge 

to hikers on the Reservoir Trail, a major north-south route through 

the Park. In mid-June, a solution was finally achieved. Working 

with rock bars, shovels, mattocks, and a power winch, five trail 

crew volunteers and 

the Park manager exca-

vated rocks, many of 

considerable size, from 

the glacial rubble in the 

area and positioned 

them into a foundation 

wall running some 

eighty feet through the 

muck. The crew, carry-

ing bucket loads of 

sandy soil dug on-site, 

backfilled the retaining wall to create a dry, raised, compacted, lev-

el lane wide enough for hikers and the Park’s maintenance UTV to 

pass through without sinking out of sight. A few weeks later, the 

crew returned to improve the grades at the entrance to and exit 

from the bypass. 

Special thanks to Tim Mosher, John Weaver, Ned Olmsted, Peter 

Wotowseic, and Chris Meidell, who joined Park manager Kim Nil-

sen in this truly Herculean effort.   

WETLAND ENGINEERS 
By Jack Kondos, FOP council member 

 

On a cool and mostly mosquito-free day at 

the end of May, ten Friends of Pisgah volun-

teers and the Park manager assisted beaver 

wetland ecologist, Skip Lisle, in the con-

struction and installation of one of his highly 

evolved beaver deceivers (or as Skip likes to 

call them, Castor Masters).   

For eons, beavers engineered the topography 

and ecology of the Pisgah region, but during 

the colonial era they were over-trapped for 

their pelts and virtually eliminated. Pisgah’s 

beavers today most likely are descendants of 

a reintroduction of the species in the early 

1900’s which occurred partially in response 

to the recognition that their departure might 

represent a significant ecological loss.  

Since the Friends of Pisgah’s mascot is a 

wee beaver named Chester Winsdale, we  
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like to share information 

about this ingenious rodent 

and its activities in the Park. 

FOP informally monitors the 

comings and goings of Pis-

gah’s beavers and on occa-

sion works to find creative 

and mutually beneficial solu-

tions when beaver com-

pounds subsume Park trails 

or roads. To this end, FOP 

engaged Skip Lisle, founder 

of Beaver Deceivers Interna-

tional LLC, (an organization dedicated to conserving 

wetlands while maintaining the integrity of human infra-

structures by allowing for creative remedies that im-

prove habitats and avoid killing or removing beavers) to 

address a long standing flooding issue on Old Chester-

field Road near the Park’s northern boundary.   

FOP volunteers removed an outdated and ineffective 

beaver deceiver at the site and under Skip’s guidance 

helped float into place and then submerge Skip’s latest 

iteration of an entirely underwater device designed to 

lower beaver impounded waters without dramatically 

restricting flow or rendering the ecosystem inhabitable 

to beavers. The day proved to be a tremendous learning 

experience for everyone involved. Although it ultimately 

may be futile to try to out-engineer a beaver, for now, a 

month and a half out, the affected section of Old Ches-

terfield Road is high and dry.  
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FOP NEWS MAKERS 

FOP Participates in Earth Day Celebration 

On April 17
th

 as part of its 

annual Earth Day celebra-

tion, Keene State College 

invited local conservation 

organizations to campus to 

showcase the work they do 

to promote environmental 

education, ecological health, 

and responsible/sustainable 

practices. The Friends of Pisgah was represented by 

three Council members who shared with students and 

visitors an informational video highlighting some of 

FOP’s Earth-friendly initiatives in Pisgah State Park 

and distributed pamphlets/guides about the Park’s ex-

tensive trail system and wildlands.  

FOP Council member Peggy Kipp had this to say 

about her interactions with the Keene State students: 

“What I found especially hopeful about the event was 

the number of college students who seemed genuinely 

enthusiastic about preserving natural spaces for hik-

ing, public recreation and wildlife preservation. Sever-

al students and families told us that they like to hike, 

snowshoe, ski and swim in Pisgah. Others appreciated 

hearing about the Park for the first time and were ex-

cited when we told them what it has to offer. It felt 

very satisfying to share what a treasure Pisgah State 

Park is.”  

                                                Skip Lisle 

FOP at Cheshire Children’s Museum Event 

On May 3, Peggy Kipp and Tim Mosher brought the 

spirit of Friends of Pisgah to the Cheshire Children’s 

Museum street festival in Keene. The day was cold 

and blustery, with temperatures in the low 40s and 

wind gusts reaching 25 mph, but the chilly weather 

did not stop several hardy families from coming out 

to explore, connect, and learn. Throughout the day, 

visitors stopped by to hear more about Pisgah State 

Park, the work of Friends of Pisgah, and the many 
(continued on page 3) 



natural treasures waiting to be discovered there. The 

festival offered a wonderful opportunity to spark curios-

ity, share enthusiasm for the park, and encourage fami-

lies to experience Pisgah’s rich resources together.  

Berwick Academy Student Volunteers 

Over two warm days in 

May, high school seniors, 

Kheenan and Will from 

Berwick Academy in 

Maine, assisted FOP trail 

crew volunteers as part of 

their community service 

requirement. On 5/18 they 

helped clear brush and 

fallen trees at the ap-

proaches to the new bridge soon to be constructed span-

ning Baker Brook NE of Kilburn Pond. The following 

Monday they joined in to repair water bars, clear drain-

age ditches and culverts on a steep stretch of Old Ches-

terfield Rd. near the Horseshoe trailhead. The crew 

wrapped up by patching eroded sections further south 

where this photo was taken.  

Two Spring Outings 

A dozen hikers joined Jack Kondos & Peter Wotowiec, 

FOP volunteers, for a May Day trek up the Town Forest 

Trail to Baker Pond, stopping along the way to inspect 

remnants of the A.D. Little Company’s experimental 

blasting site and later checking out Windthrow Rock 

and the foundations of an old mill, both at Baker Pond’s 

outlet. The group continued onto Pisgah Ridge, where 

along the way folks looked for signs of spring and  

enjoyed two excellent views of Mt. Monadnock. At a 

dip in the ridge just below Mt. Pisgah, a few group 

members detoured a dozen yards onto the Ice Gulch 

Spur to investigate the many crevasses and shallow 

caves in the jumbled rock ledge above, home to gener-

ations of porcupines. The outing concluded back at 

the Kilburn lot after having covered a six-mile loop on 

a perfect spring afternoon.    
 
 

On June 6
th

 a group of ten gathered at the Kilburn 

trailhead for a hike in celebration of National Trails 

Day. Beginning at the Kilburn parking lot on Rt.63, 

FOP Council member, John Herrick, led the group up 

the Pisgah 

Ridge Connect-

or Trail and 

then northward 

along Pisgah 

Ridge. The cen-

tral focus of the 

outing was to 

investigate a 

cellar hole high 

on the ridgeline 

which is 

thought by 

some to have 

been an 

Abenaki home-

stead in the 

1800’s. Tom Wessels, well known ecologist, author 

and professor emeritus at Antioch University New 

England, hypothesizes in his book, Roadside Ecology, 

that the site is Indigenous in nature because of its iso-

lated location, proximity to ledges with views of Mt. 

Monadnock (which was sacred to the Abenaki) and 

archeological evidence that arrowheads once had been 

knapped there. At other points in the hike, the group 

viewed a stand of stunted hemlocks heavily browsed 

by porcupines, smelled clusters of emerging mountain 

laurel blossoms, stooped to examine the low-bush 

blueberries (still far from being ripe) which carpet the 

dry granitic slopes surrounding Snacks Rock, and 

even was put to work cutting up and removing a blow-

down blocking the trail.  
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PARK MANGER’S REPORT 
Friends of Pisgah has recently submitted a substantial 

grant proposal in the hopes of making major improve-

ments to the southern half of the Pisgah State Park’s 

main access artery, the Old Chesterfield Road, and spot 

upgrades to eroded sections of the northern half of the 

lane, as well.  

FOP council member Tim Mosher spent considerable 

time drafting a lengthy Recreational Trails Program 

grant proposal entitled "Restoration of Old Chesterfield 

Road in Pisgah State Park” for a sum of $79,316. Of that 

total, $53,398 would be generated by federally backed 

funds administered by the NH Trails Bureau. The grant 

requirements stipulate that the grantee (FOP) must sup-

ply twenty percent or more in matching funds. In this 

case, FOP would provide a $25,918 match in dollars and/

or in-kind services (labor). FOP estimates that it will re-

quire more than 513 volunteer hours to complete restora-

tion of 3.25 miles of Old Chesterfield Road.  

If funded, the project will repair a number of areas of the 

lane between the Horseshoe Road trailhead and junction 

with Broad Brook Road. Several sites are in low-lying 

areas prone to flooding or at stretches demonstrating 

substantial surface erosion. After site repairs are com-

pleted, the road between Broad Brook and the Chestnut 

Hill parking lot will be resurfaced in most places with 

packed crushed gravel.  
In prior years, the State and FOP made substantial in-

vestments to develop the interior of Pisgah State Park, 

improving and maintaining trails, parking lots, picnic 

areas, and boating access. The impact of this work has 

been limited 

by the chal-

lenges for visi-

tors to access 

these facilities 

from the south, 

particularly 

those driving 

sedans. The 

proposed pro-

ject addresses 

this barrier. It should open these resources to additional 

visitors and allow people with physical disabilities to 

access these features in the park. Additionally, the im-

provements will ensure emergency response vehicles can 

respond to problems in the park interior, thereby improv-

ing safety in the Park. Finally, the proposed improve-

ments will reduce surface run-off from the existing road, 

thereby reducing the impact on adjacent wetlands and 

roadside habitat.  

The funding, if approved, would not be allotted until 

2027. This year, work may be undertaken with Trails 

Bureau and NH Parks employees and equipment, assist-

ing Friends of Pisgah volunteers in improving the road 

from the Visitor Center about a mile and a half north to 

Broad Brook Road, where the 2027 Recreational Trails 

Program grant-funded project would commence.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

HISTORIC BEALS ROAD HIKE. 7/10/2026 

Please join Friends of Pisgah Council members Ned 

Olmsted and Ray Dunn (Ray also is a director of the 

Chesterfield Historical Society) on a tour of the Beal’s 

Rd. region in the NE corner of Pisgah State Park. On this 

3.5 mi. loop hike, we will visit the hardscrabble Latham-

Beal Cemetery (1790-1885) and discuss the lives of 

some of the residents who are interred there; investigate 

foundations and stone sheep pens near the junction with 

the Fullam Pond Trail; search for an open well at the Hill 

family homestead; then cut cross-country on a 3/10 mi. 

guided bushwack to connect with the Beal’s Knob Trail 

from which a fine view of Mt. Monadnock can be had. 

For this intermediate-level hike, pack water, snacks, in-

sect repellant, and wear appropriate foot gear. We will 

meet on Friday, July 10th at 9:30 a.m. at the Beal’s Rd. 

trailhead (parking is 

available) off Stones Mill 

Rd. in Chesterfield, NH. 

Rain date will be Sat. Ju-

ly 11th. For additional 

information: friendsofpis-

gah@gmail.com  
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FOP MEMBERSHIP APPEAL 

The Friends of Pisgah is an entirely volunteer-run nonprofit 

organization whose primary mission is to support the work 

of maintaining trails within New Hampshire’s Pisgah State 

Park. 
  

JOIN AND BECOME PART OF THE FOP COMMUNITY 

As a member, you’ll receive our spring and fall newsletters 

as well as notifications via Facebook and e-mail about up-

coming workdays, outings, hikes, and special events.  
 

BECOME A NEW MEMBER OR RENEW 

Visit our website —_https://www.friendsofpisgah.org/ — 

for a printable form or use the attached membership form on 

the last page. For a video highlighting the many activities 

your membership fee make possible, please enjoy this short 

graphic presentation by FOP Council member Chris 

Meidell. Here’s the link:  

https://youtu.be/dMpwPosHMmA?si=Rz1gPFmXRo7jqeFU   
 

The Friends of Pisgah thanks you for helping sustain this 

extraordinary all volunteer-led, conservation-focused  

organization.  
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ANNUAL CANOE/KAYAK OUTING. 10/3/2026 

The Friends of Pisgah’s annual fall canoe and kayak out-

ing on pristine Pisgah Reservoir will be held on Saturday, 

October 3
rd

. The Reservoir features numerous islands and 

a varied shoreline with stunning rock formations and sev-

eral beaver lodges. The largest body of water in the Park 

is quite remote, so paddling on it is a rare opportunity. 

FOP volunteers shuttle boats and gear to the water up the 

steep, normally closed road to the Reservoir. Boat hauling 

capacity limits availability, so registration is required. 

Watch the FOP website for details later in the summer.  

FOP ANNUAL MEETING. 11/18/2026 

Please join us for our annual meeting to learn more about 

the Friends of Pisgah organization as we display work 

performed in the Park over the past year and share details 

about exciting upcoming projects in the year ahead. Re-

freshments will be served. All are welcome!  

The annual meeting will be at ELMM Community Center 

on Main Street in Winchester, NH at 7:00 pm. 

Please check the FOP website or Facebook page for fur-

ther details.  
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SCA CREW OVERHAULS PARK BRIDGES 

Last September, FOP council member Chris Meidell 

spent two days in the field with a Student Conservation 

Association crew photographing their progress, con-

ducting short interviews, and talking with them about 

their commitment to land conservation, sense of volun-

teerism and 

goals for the 

future.  

Chris gathered 

this information 

into a fantastic 

video which 

can be accessed 

through this QR 

code.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/youtu.be/dMpwPosHMmA?si=Rz1gPFmXRo7jqeFU__;!!Oai6dtTQULp8Sw!UAIl-mq2GTA__ywP9eUQkdJVi_1-xucnIuOmSlRO0HGCV7OUGDwA6vZ9n_1jOJPPP1CeqTm7bhAuw6pcPa_4hIVoWqeRmZg$
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3ktQ8srd4U


FRIENDS OF PISGAH     www.friendsofpisgah.org 

BECOME A MEMBER 
 

Please use this form and send your request to the address 

shown below if you wish to join Friends of Pisgah, renew 

a membership, or give one as a gift. The Friends of Pisgah 

maintain a nominal dues structure with the intent to en-

courage as many individuals and families as possible to 

join.  

 

Most of the dollars raised through membership goes, as 

we say, On The Ground, meaning we use the funds to im-

prove trails and trail infrastructure in the park and organ-

ize events for members and the public to participate in. 

 

ANNUAL DUES 

Student: $10.00 

Single: $15.00 

Family  $20.00 

Group (club)  $30.00 

 

You may purchase your membership by sending a person-

al check to the following address: 

 

Friends of Pisgah, Inc. 

Post Office Box 134 

Chesterfield, NH 03443 

 

So that we may keep you informed, please fill in the fol-

lowing items below. 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________ 

FIRST NAME: ________________________________________ 

LAST NAME: ________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________ 

STATE AND ZIP CODE: _______________________________ 

PHONE (not required): _________________________________ 

 

If you might have an interest in volunteering, what sort of 

effort might you wish to provide? 

__ trail maintenance    __ social media posting 

__ infrastructure building       __ fundraising 

__ website development      __ grant writing 

__ public relations                __ council member 

__ event planning          __ guiding hikes 

__ newsletter (twice a year)    __ beautification 
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DONATIONS 

Donations directly support the Friends of Pisgah’s 

work in helping to maintain trails within Pisgah State 

Park and play a significant role in enhancing the expe-

rience of the many user groups who frequent it. Your 

donation can accompany your membership dues, or if 

you would rather donate online, go to 

www.friendsofpisgah.org.  

If you would prefer to donate in-kind, i.e., lumber, 

tools, or equipment, these gifts would be most wel-

come. Please go the website and click on the contact 

tab so you may email us. Or, go to the Friends of Pis-

gah Facebook and post a message. Here’s the link: 

https://www.friendsofpisgah.org/ 


